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'Some Inquiries and Suggefiiom concerning Salt for Domeflick 
Ufes ; and concerning Sheei)^ to prefer^ve them^ and to In^ 
frc've the Race of Sheep joy kardineff^ and for the fineft 
Drapery. In a Letter from Do&or John Beal to the Pub-r 

UJJoer. 



ALT gives the favour and guft to all our Diet; and 
would be the beft and fureft Prevention againft the 



' s 

Rot of Sheep, if it could be had at Eafie Rates upon the 
'Downs; for which England is generally moft concern'd : 
^^or. Sheep do fiipport our great Staple-trade, as is implied 
in the Proverb, That London-bridge hath Wool for the roun- 
dationy and that our Smators in Parliament do Jit on WooUfach. 
Therefore I here annex and intermingle the Confideration 
o^ Salt and Sheep^ as moft neceffary commodities, and not out 
of the Road of your Ufeful Philofophy - nor by you omit- 
ted in your Ph. Tranfa^tions. Againft the Rot in Sheep Spa- 
ftiJJj Salt is recommended Numb, ico: and the means to get 
Salt is defcrib'd or fuggefted Numb. 51,53, 54. 66^ 102. 

2. From the laft of which I will begin to loilicite thefe 
further Inquiries : At what places about L^/z/m^^f^/^ in Ha/np^ 
frAre Salt is made ? What Quantity is made there > Whether 
any Salt is made in the Ifle of Weighty or in the Hies oijerfey 
or Guernfeyy or any Ides or Coafts belonging to England^ Scot- 
land^ or Ireland i And what is the peculiar accommodation in 
LemingtoHy which occurs not on other Coafts e What kind 
of Salt, white or bay, (^c> And, if it might be obtained from 
a trufty friend, to know, what is the gain by each Copper 
at Lmmgtoni the Proportion of the Copper; how many 
workmen for one or more Coppers ; what their Wages, and 
-vvhat other Charges? To the purpofe, that where the Wa- 
ges cr other Charges are lefs, and the Accomniodation not 
Wwinting, tiie fapply for the Neighbourhood^ or as the .Seas 
arid Rivers may convey the Salt, may be encouraged. Note,, 
that the Brine at Nmtwich^ contains a Third, or Fourth, or 
when leaft. a Sixth Part of Salt- 

5. MrJVinlhorp by Letter told you, that he had the Way of 
making Rood Salt in Nezv-Endand in great abundance and at 
eahe rates, Thev complain,:hat £reat wanes are rcquir'd there; 

which 
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which does much retard their Building of Ships and tlieir 
Iron- works i which would otherwife do tliem great Service^ 
and do a necelfary Kindnefs to this Kingdom at prefent, if 
applied to (live our Timber^ which begins to be fcarce. And 
Salt is requifite for their great Advantages by Fijkery^ if tliey 
have learnt to cure their Cod and Sturgeon^ of which they have 
abundance on their Coafts and Ifles^ and they Iiave the near- 
eft approach to fecure the EnglifJo Intereft on Newfoundland^ 
and for the Filhery on the Bank. Under one you may in- 
quire, what Accommodations they have, or what Helps for 
Salt about New-Tork^ or other Places in that Continent, or 
in any Ifles of the EngUfi Colonies. If a fufficient Sunfliine 
and indufcry be not wanting in Ireland:, I cannot guefs what 
Ihould hinder them to have abundance of Salt for themfelves^ 
and their Fifhery, and lor others, flnce they cannot want 
Workmen, and their Wages (as I am inform'd) not great, if 
compar'd with the ufual Demands in South-England. 

4. In Varro's Days it was the Reproach of our Tranfalpme^ 
(who dwelt much farther towards the South than we do) that 
on the khine there were then neither Vines, nor Olives, nor 
Apples, nor Sea-Salt, nor Foffil-Salt, but were driven to the 
poor Shift of ufing Burnt-wood for their Salt : Ubi nee Vitir^ 
nee Olea^ nee Toma nafcerentur ; ubi Salem nee frjjilem nee ma" 
ritimum haberent^ fed ex quibufdam lignn combufli^\ carbonibm 
falfufro eo uterentur, Varro de re Ruft. l. i • c. 7 • The World is^ 
as to thofe Things, much amended (fince thofe Days) on this 
fide the Alpes : And the Englifi may yet be minded to proceed, 
as far as they can, to remove the Reproach ,• at leaft for Fruitv 
Wine,and Salt. Cato e.2Ss teaches diiigently5how to make \ ui- 
gar Salt (poptdar em Salem) purely white. Columella /. 12, c. 53. 
Ihews, How to order our Bacon and our Salt {coi'to Sale^ jiec 
nimium minuto^ fed fufpenfd mold infra^to:, diligenter falito^^ 
for onr delicate Gammons, c^c. and there inftrud:s. How to 
boil Salt, and how to feafonthe feveral Parts of Bacon. And 
L 6. c.i. for Application to fore Eyes (a curious Point) he pre- 
fers Sakm^Monianuniy Hifpammt:, n)el Ammoniacum^ n)el etiam 
CappadocufUy minute tritum^ (^ immifluin melli. All our good 
Houfewives do find a great Difference between our common 
Bay-Salr,and the feveral other Salts, which are in ordinary Ufe 
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aniongft iis. We find fome white Salt very faint ; and the 
Price imports a Difference between SfaniJJ,^ Irench^ and 
Vortugal halt. 

5 . The I] Iiiftrious V alladm ^who wrote about the Year 3 <r o, 
and had his ample Manors or Territories in Itoi'j^ Naples and 
Sarduiia^ and tiiereby had great Experience in Sheepy feems to 
give [urc Rules^ How toprejern)e the Flocks found; NovemL Tit, 
13. Sc^f. 2. Among his Advifo's he faith^ Salis tamen crebra 
confpcjfio^ xel pafcuis ?/iiflc:, "vel canalibus frequenter oblata^ de-* 
het fecoris bxare faflidhwu All thefe Three, Falladms^ Var-- 
ro^ and Columella^ do give inflUlible Inftrudions for thx Prefer- 
vation of our Flocks ; but the Rules cannot be obferved by 
thofe that have the greateft Flocks : To change Vaftures often^ 
to be fuppUed in rainy Seafons zvith dry Fodder^ to lick failed 
Trongjx^^ to haAje [ome turns in Salt-Marjhes : The Words of 
Falladius L cit. are, Pafcua o'villo generi utilia funt^ qua^velin 
no^alibus^ "vel in fratis ficcioribus excitantur^palujiria "vero noxia 
funt. And Gabr. Prat, from his own, and his Anceftors Expe- 
rience of 80 Years, bids us take heed of the pregnant Verdure^ 
when much Rain falls in the vernal Months o^ April ^ and May: 
And all Sheep-mafters are afraid of rainy Autumns.But whence 
ihali the Relief be had ? The Charge will be heavy, if the 
fame Fodder be provided for every Year, and the deftroying 
Years do furprize us. I hear,' that about Salisbury fome do 
plough up a few Acres, and fow a Kind of Pulfe, which they 
there call Tilth* And now we have in England fo many Kinds 
o( French Seeds^ and French Gv3,{s^ that one Kind or other is 
like to profper in moft Places ; and Fodder well ordered in 
Stacks will .hold out for many Years, perhaps for Sheep the 
older the better. And hereabout they hold fuch friendly Cor- 
refponclence, that in Autumn I fee the Shepherds drive the 
Flocks out o^ SomerfetJIme into Vorfetfmre^ and thofe of Dor- 
fetfl?ire mto Somerfet far e^ for the Benefit on both fides by change 
of Soil. Note, That crude Antimony cures Sheep and other 
Cattle, and fattens them alio. 1 omit many Particulars com- 
monly l^nown and obfervM by careful Shepherds, as in Show- 
ers,and foon after a Ihower to drive the flocks gently, that they 
may beat off the Dew with their Feet, befbre they be fulfer'd 
to feed on the wet Grafs, efpecially in cold Mornings, when 
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dewy Cobwebs lie upon the Paftures; and to let the Sheep 
blood under the Bye, .is foon as they can diicern them Rank ot 
Blood. I mufl refer to Mr. John Smith' \' EngluncU hnpro^vcvicnt^ 
/. 5 . />. 1 70, 1 7 1 . hoping that he will bcftow a few Sheets more 
to direcft pundiially the befl: Way of ordering Sheep, and the 
moll: effectual Remedies againft the feveral Kinds of Rots, and 
their other Difeafes, as a Matter of no fmall Concernment 
to England^ and in which he feems to have much Experience. 
6. To return for more Salt) and to know the Shifts tiiat are 
made, and lately were made for it in England. At WirewatPY 
in LancaJJme Salt is gathered out of Heaps of Sand along the 
Sea-iide in many Places : Upon which Sand ((aith Sped) the 
People pour Water until it gets a faltilh Humour, which they 
afterwards boil with Turfs,till it become white Salt. Cambden 
hi Britann. fol. p. 753. dcfcribes it tiius, In era hac tnarhima 
7::uhb in kcis (ahidi ciwndo^ videm^ qtnbus aquam (tibinde inftm- 
dnnt^ d':n:c falfuqjncm con:raxerit^ qtiain fojlea [ubditis glcbis in 
candiduni [ale-n exconuun'. And Sveed laith, There are certain 
Stones lying in the River Were at Btitterbec near Durkaniy from 
xvhofe Sides^at the ebb and low Water in SummenifTues a cer- 
tain Salt reddiili Water,which with the Sun wa^eth uhite^and 
growing into a thickSubftance becomes a ncceffiry Silt for the 
B} -dwellers. Camhdenp. 744. defcribesit thus, IndeVedrade- 
c unity crebro eminentibm faxi9 interpolatusj qmbm fi aquainfun" 
datuYy parumque viifceattiry [alfam imbuit qtialitatem. Sir, you 
took Notice of two or three faline Springs in this Neighbour- 
hood of So?nerfetJJ?ire : One er.amJn'd by Dr. HighmorCy in your 
Num. 56. j). 1 1 30 ,• another Alum. 57. p. 1 1 62. And doubtlefs 
there are many more fuch in England^ if well obfervM : And 
tho' the Proportion of Salt be fmalljyet they may ferve for fome 
domeftick IJits. Tne Water in Summer-time, when the Brine 
is ftrongeft, being cad in any Place where it may be foon dried 
by the Sun, and where vve Vv^ould have Pigeons refort, does 
pleafe them well. So n^ill any refufe Brine being boifd up to 
a Confidence. But I know not whether fuch Brine taken from 
powderM Fleih will be kind for Skeep.PoJfibly fuch faline Springs 
may ifidicate iojjil Salt for future Indufry. And N. 5 c5. -p. 1 1 3 > . 
you recite from v/orthy Mr. E'velyn a good Hint to encourage 
fome Attempts for the Multiplying of Salt Jn Syha fecund. Edit. 
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c.'^,p.2 6. Sefi. 17. Sir HughTlat hath faid and colleded enough 
ol the Veitues and Ul'es oFSalt (and how it may be obtained) 
for the rertiHzingof Land, in his Jewel-Jxnfe^ c. 104. 

7. Now to improve the Race of our Sheep for Hardinefs, or 
Um L:ir^cnelsoFtiieSize,and AbiindanceoF Wool; we hear,that 
u\..n) wealth) Sheep-maftens on the Downs do offer very high 
Rates for the hir^j^eicSheep, Rams efpccialiy, that they can pro- 
cure.j and ibmetimes they buy from fbrcgin Parts very large 
and lufty Ram.s, and End the Benefit by tlie Largenefs of tlie 
ilefcendnig Race. And fince, in feveral Parts o( England^ they 
ierioufly let on ibr the BnedDrapCfyy 'tis to be wilh'd that our 
Merchants would bring us from thofe Parts ofSpainy Italy^ and 
GrcecCy (which boaft ofthefineft Wool) both Rams and Ewes 
that bear the Hneft Wool, that we may try them at LembjieY" 
fore inHerefordJI.'ire.wbcro they are skill'd3and generally pradi- 
icd in ordering fuch delicate and tender Sheep^and to try thern 
in other Parts, where they pretend to the fineft Wool in Eng- 
land. Our Merchants fay much, and require good pay for the 
Spardjh Wool ; fome for the Wool oi Segovia. Of old theSlieep 
of Tarentum had in Italy the highefl Efteem. Thefe Tarentm 
Sheep were brougt into Italy from Greeciy and were fo tender^ 
and did require fuch curious and coftly Attendance in Varro\ 
Days, being all cover'd with Leather Pelts (pellibus integuntur) 
to guard them from Heat or Cold, and to preferve their Purple 
Fleeces from all Pollution^ Varro 1 2. c. 2. and after, in C^//^- 
Qfiella sTim^y required fuch exa(5tSkill to preferve them^G/^;/^. 
Lj.c.2. that I know not how to recommend them for our Englijh 
Ciimate.and our ordinary Shepherds. Vallad faith, /. cit. Grdcas 
on:er, fxut Jfianar, "velTareritinai^y moYis eji potim ftabulo nutrire 
qmm eampo. I muft refer to better Advice for fuch a Race as is 
likely to liveamongfi:us,and then if Gentlemen v/ou d make the 
Triai to amend tiie Race of Sheep (as tiiey have often attempted 
to amend our Race of Horfes by die beft of B^r^r^ry, and as with 
more Hope the Gentry mJreland may aifay to mend their met- 
talfome Hobbies with Spaniflo Genets, or Bards from Tangier^) 




than the Irifh Hobbies , I dare not f ly, than the right Brhijh. 
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For I was told by, a great mafter of horfes^ who had many 
years experience of Stallion barbs^ the beft he could buy^ 
that the baftard barbs, defcending from the hefi Englijh mares 
he could obtain, were conftantly better fhaped, and better for 
the faddie and other ftronger fervice, than their Syres* But I 
turn'd here afide to name Ireland^ becaufe the rot of fheep is 
not fo ordinary in Ireland as in England^ and they are nearer 
Spain and Tangier than we are: And they are highly to be 
commended for their late induftry, both in the linnen and 
Woollen manufidures ; which may nobly provoke our emu- 
lation. And whilft England and Ireland ftrive to excel each 
other in good things, we draw clofer to a perfed union^ and 
to give ftrength and afliftance to each other mutually. Sir, 
you having been long accuftom'd to bear the burthen of 
ufeful Inquiries, and to promote the common good, you'l 
pardon this freedom in, (^c. 

An Account of fome Books, 
L About the Excellency and Grounds of the MECHANICAL 
HTPOTHESISy fo?ne Conjiderations occafionally proposed to 
a Friend by R. i3. E. Fellow of the R. Society. London. 1674. 
in. 4^. 

THIS Difcourfe is annexed to another, entituled. The 
Excellency ofTHEOLOGT, compared with NATURAL 
THILOSOPHi; which though it be not of a dired ten- 
dency to the defign of thefe Traces, yet doth it occafionally 
mention divers thingSj fit to be taken notice of by a Student 
of Natural Philofophy ^ fuch as are the ufeful Hints and Dire- 
^ions to guide him in the making Experiments skilfully and 
warily (f . 1 1 8, 119 i) to encourage him to the Improvement 
of Natural Philofophy, now that the Mechanical liypothep is 
fufficiently fettled, and the right Methods of Inquiring are 
found out (p. 171.) to inflruft him how injurious 5y^^;^^fical 
Writers are to the true fearch of Nature (p. 19 s*) and what 
care is to be had of eftabiilhing Philofophical Hypothefes 
{p. 208.) as alfo how much remains yet to be difcover'd of 
Nature (/>. 174,1765178.) and hovv^ Philofophy hath recoiled 
^ by the Arifioteliam laying afide Mathematicks, and difputing 
of Generals {p. 20/^.) and by whom the Experimental and 
Mathematical Way of Phiiofophizing hath been reflored and 
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